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News Release
U of M Crookston Welcomes New Faculty and Staff
As a new semester begins, the University of Minnesota, Crookston is pleased to announce the hiring of several new faculty and
staff.
The Math, Science and Technology (MST) Department welcomes Marcella Melby, Ph.D., (photo, right) who has
been hired as a lecturer in mathematics. She recently earned her doctorate in teaching and learning in teacher
education with a minor in mathematics education from the University of North Dakota (UND).
Eyad Youssef, Ph.D., (photo, left) assistant professor, is teaching marketing in the Business
Department. He holds a doctorate in international business and marketing from Old Dominion
University. Denis Maier, Ph.D., (photo, right middle) assistant professor, will be teaching business
management. He earned his doctorate in operations management from Technical University in
Munich, Germany.
Lisa Leiran (photo, left middle) began her duties in March 2010 as a teaching specialist/online student support
assistant in the Business Department.  She completed her undergraduate work at Minnesota State
University, Moorhead and holds an M.B.A. from the University of Phoenix. 
  
Joining the Agriculture and Natural Resources Department is Matthew Simmons, Ph.D., (photo, right
below) assistant professor, in ecology.  Simmons holds a doctorate in rangeland ecology and
management from Texas A&M University.
Additionally, Daniel Sherman (photo, left below) has been hired as a teaching specialist in a grant-
funded position working with agricultural education through the Sparsely Populated Agricultural
Education Program.  He will be working with the following high schools: Bagley, Clearbrook-
Gonvick, Red Lake County Central (Oklee), and Lake of the Woods (Baudette).
Changes in appointment
David Rolling, Ph.D., assistant professor, teaches sport and recreation management
in the Business Department.  Rolling, who has been a lecturer on the campus for the past four
years, recently earned his doctorate in sport administration from the University of Kansas.
In the MST Department, Thomas Henderson, Ph.D., is a lecturer in biology. He has taught as an adjunct faculty member on the
Crookston campus since 2008 and recently earned his doctorate in microbiology and immunology from UND.
Kristie Walker, assistant professor, is teaching agronomy on the campus and has served as a lecturer on the campus for the past
two years. She holds a doctorate in agronomy from Purdue University. Brenda Miller is a lecturer in soil science and related areas. 
She holds a master's of engineering from the UND and has previously taught at the U of M, Crookston. Walker and Miller are both
in the Agriculture and Natural Resources Department.
Two lecturer positions in the Liberal Arts and Education Department include Jim Schaar, M.Div., teaching in humanities, and Karen
Miller, Ph.D., teaching composition.  Both have taught as adjunct faculty members for a number of years.  
Today the University of Minnesota, Crookston delivers 29 bachelor's degree programs, 18 minors, and more than 40
concentrations, including several online degrees, in the areas of agriculture and natural resources; business; liberal arts and
education; and math, science and technology.  With an enrollment of about 1,300 undergraduates from more than 25 countries
and 40 states, the Crookston campus offers a supportive, close-knit atmosphere that leads to a prestigious University of






Home Academics Admissions  Athletics News & Events About Us
